
2015 CHAMBER MEMBERS
ABC Heating & Air Conditioning

Allmandinger Chiropractic Office
Amana Care

American Schleswig-Holstein Heritage
Arp Insurance Inc

B & D Automotive Service
BCR Powder Coating LLC

Blue Grass American Legion
& Auxiliary Post 711

Blue Grass Community Center
Burt Clinic of Chiropractic

Burt Storage
Calvary United Methodist Church

Casey’s
Central Petroleum Company
Cheyenne Camping Center

City of Walcott
Critter Cuts Pet Grooming Salon

Courtyard Estates
Custom Storage

Dick-n-Sons Lumber & Flower Shop
Eastern Iowa Physical Therapy
Edward Jones-Dan Laubenthal

First Baptist Church of Blue Grass
Gramma’s Kitchen/The Checkered Flag

Geno’s Ice Cream & Subs
Jenny’s Dance Academy

Koehler Electric
Lambda Phi

Longaberger, Mary Golinghorst
Melanie’s Flowers by Design

MidAmerican Energy Company
Midfield Pattern Corp

Minuteman Press of Davenport
Newell's Automotive

Night Owl PCS
North Scott Press
Nu Zeta Sorority

Ossian, Inc
Photos By Nicole

Precision Bend & Machine
QC Coverage - Rocco Marrari

QC Simply Fit
Sandy's Hair Fair

Sam’s Club
Scentsy-Tammy Buhman

Scott County Library System
Slaby’s

Travels by Brenda Arp
Voelkers Plumbing Inc

Walcott American Legion Post 548
Walcott American Legion Auxiliary

Walcott Athletics Board
Walcott Coliseum
Walcott Collision

Walcott Community Club
Walcott Day

Walcott Family Pet Clinic
Walcott Lions Club

Walcott Manor Apartments
Walcott Mutual Insurance Assn.

Walcott Trust & Savings Bank
Walcott Volunteer Firefighters Assn.

Walcott Women
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WINTER  PARKING  &  S IDEWALKS
If it is necessary to use street parking during a snowfall, the Public

Works Department would appreciate your cooperation in adhering to the
following Snow Emergency Parking Regulations during all snowfalls:

* All vehicles and equipment shall be parked on the side with even
addresses on even numbered calendar days and on the side with odd
numbered addresses on odd numbered calendar days.

* If a snow emergency is declared, vehicles and/or equipment may be
towed if they are parked in violation of the snow emergency parking regu-
lations.

Residents are reminded that it is the property owner’s responsibility to
remove snow and ice accumulations promptly from sidewalks. Also, corner
lots are required to clear the snow from the access ramps to allow unim-
peded passage for pedestrian traffic. Please make arrangements to have
your sidewalks maintained at all times and remember that it is illegal to
shovel or blow snow onto city streets. Your cooperation is truly appreciat-
ed!

Sidewalk Snow Removal to Be Enforced More Stringently
It’s that time of year again… For those who are new to the area, and

to remind those who are not, Walcott city ordinances and Iowa law
require that snow and ice accumulations on all public sidewalks (including
sidewalks that cross driveways) be removed promptly after snowfalls. Both
residential and commercial property owners are responsible for maintain-
ing the public sidewalks that adjoin their properties on all sides. Because
public sidewalks are used by not only our school children, but also deliv-
ery people, city employees, and neighbors trying to get exercise for them-
selves and/or pets, under state law, property owners are liable for injuries
caused by failure to remove snow and ice accumulations.

While city ordinances do not give a specific time limit for removal so
that inspectors can make allowances for ongoing weather conditions and
extenuating circumstances, most jurisdictions require it to be done within
24 hours of the snowfall. Typically, the City of Walcott will begin sending
out notices after 48 hours.

Due to the cost involved in sending out notifications, the City will only
send one reminder per season, when the walks are first found to be out of
compliance. After that, the City will order abatement any time the walks
are not cleared within a reasonable amount of time and owners will be 

continued on next page



continued from front page
sent a bill for the City’s services. Depending on the
length of the walkways, the cost typically approaches
$1.00 per linear foot for City crews to clear a sidewalk
and abatement costs are treated the same as property
taxes and are recorded with the county assessor if left
unpaid.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from the City of Walcott!

City offices will be closed on December 24th,
December 25th, and January 1st. 
Have a safe and happy holiday season!

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy
LIVE CHRISTMAS TREE DISPOSALThe Walcott Public Works Department willbe picking up live Christmas trees at the curb onMonday, December 28th and Monday, January4th. Please have trees curbside by 8:00 a.m. Nobags around trees.

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

CALVARY CHURCH NEWS
Message from Pastor:
While it doesn’t seem possible, I can’t argue with the

numbers on my calendar; Advent is upon us. While current
events in the news seem to argue against our usual holiday
practices, I choose to defy those events. I invite you to join
me, join us, join together as God’s People, along with all the
saints and the host of Heaven because of current events in

the news, as we look to a time of Hope, Love, Joy, and
Peace. It’s not because that’s what we believe we see in the
world, but because these things are worth believing in,
despite what we see in the World. Take action this Christmas
season, join us as we focus, just like always, on a beginning,
the Advent of God’s masterpiece of Love. The Journey
begins November 29th, 2015 at 10:00 AM.

Pastor Al

Calvary Preschool Update: Calvary Preschool will be
holding their Christmas Program on Friday, December 11th
at 11:15 p.m. The children have been busy practicing their
songs, their bells and their Bible verses. All are welcome to
join us for this festive celebration.

Christmas Eve Service: Calvary will be having a candle-
light Christmas Eve service, December 24th, beginning at
6:00 p.m. All are welcome to join us for the celebration of
the pending birth of our Savior. This is always a beautiful
service with carols, message and the lighting of the candles.

Calvary Kids’ Club: We had our last session for this
semester last Wednesday (11/18). We will start the 2nd semes-
ter after the Holidays. Watch your mail for information and
registration forms. We had a great first semester and are
looking forward to the next one.

563-529-2196

Tim Koehler
www.jwkoehler.com

Residential & Commercial
Industrial & Communications

WALCOTT 
COLISEUM

CALL US FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAY
CATERING 

CALL KELLEY
TODAY 

563-349-1805



WALCOTT DAY SPONSORED 
CHRISTMAS LIGHT CONTEST
Categories: Overall display, 

Religious display, Color display, 
White display, and Animated display.

Judging will be the week of December 14
Cash prizes are given out to winners.

WINNERS OF THE 2015
WALCOTT LIONS 

TURKEY TROT

1.  Brian Wordon 16.  Jerry Badtram
2.  Carolyn Paustian 17.  Tom Holst
3.  Denny Heiar      18.  Kenny Adomat
4.  Bill Hudson 19.  Allen Paulson
5.  Tena Biddle       20.  Donna Housley
6.  Chris Evans      21.  Andy Brus
7.  Janice Weisrock 22.  Brenda Warner
8.  Steve Bullock  23.  Karl Rocycki
9.  Della Kienast 24.  Ella Ehrecke

10. Norma Cassady 25.  Brenda Arp
11. Mary LeCleir     26.  Josie Dietz
12. Doug Ratermann 27.  Steve Bowman
13. Brian Zindel 28.  Richard Golinghorst
14. Kory Kraft 29.  Dee Grossmann
15. Art Jansen 30.  Gayle Pahl

The Walcott Lions want to THANK the Walcott
community for their participation in our Turkey Trot
fundraiser this year.  Even though you may not have
won a turkey you're still a big winner in the eyes of
the less fortunate.  THANK YOU!!!

Blue Grass American Legion 
Pancake Breakfast

December 5th
6:30am-10am 

MINUTEMAN PRESS
will be closing for their annual
shutdown at noon on December
24th thru January 3rd.  Please

have your articles for the January
newsletter submitted by the 
December 15th deadline.

Newsletters will be delivered on
January 4th. Thanks in advance!

WALCOTT VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. .
October 2015 Calls
EMS 20
Fire 6
Haz Mat 1
MVC 2
Other 3
Month 32
YEAR TO DATE 301

Follow us on
Facebook

SPECIALISTS

ALLEN LONG
(563) 388-0655

abcheatingairconditioning.com

INDOOR COMFORT

6020 New Liberty Road • Walcott, IA 52773

563-843-3443



WALCOTT SCHOOL NEWS
This year’s winter break will begin on December

23rd – January 4th.
December is a busy month for the Panthers, so

be sure to look at the calendar on the back of the
Walcott Newsletter. All kinds of great concerts and
athletic events happening just to make the season
bright!!!!!

We would like to take this time to say “Happy
Holidays” to all of our Walcott Panther families and
to wish you all the best in the New Year! We’ll see
you back in classes on January 5th.

On a side note, I would like to take this opportu-
nity to say thank you to residents Ray and Diane
Clark for picking up trash along Y40 and in front of
the school. Thanks for helping with the beautification
of our community.

Be sure to take a look at the following school
district web site for our building and athletic events.

www.davenportschools.org
Click on “Our Schools”, then hi-light “School Web

Sites” and then click on Walcott Elementary or
Intermediate. You will be able to see our calendar of
events there.

Don’t forget – Every Wednesday is a one hour
early dismissal at 2:35 p.m.

Submitted by:
Rockin’ Robyn Stender
Walcott School Secretary

The Walcott Auxiliary #548 is seeking names and 
addresses of area service people so they may be remembered

with a Christmas gift.  If you know someone who is serving our
country, please notify Loretta Beitel, 284-6000, so we can send
him/her a monetary gift for Christmas.  We would appreciate
receiving the names as soon as possible so they receive the gift

in time for Christmas.  Thank you.

WALCOTT AMERICAN LEGION & AUXILIARY
We are looking for junior boys and girls interested in

attending Boys State and Girls State.  The week long events
take place in June.  You will learn through hands-on experience about the 
political system involved in the government of Iowa.

If you are interested in interviewing for this educational and
interesting event, please call Richard and Mary Golinghorst, 

Boy and Girl State Chairman, at 284-6556.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
Sponsored by Walcott Women

Saturday December 5th • 9-11am • Walcott Coliseum
Serving donuts, milk, juice, and coffee.

Sit on Santa’s lap and receive a goodie bag from Santa’s helpers!

201 E. Lincoln • Walcott • 284-6221



LIBRARY NEWS
The Walcott Library invites

you to stop in to see what new,
used books are for sale for gifts
for the holidays.  We have sev-
eral John Grisham hard

bounds, other popular titles in paperback and
hard bound, and lots of children’s chapter books,
all for 50¢ or 25¢ each.  They make good stock-
ing stuffers and exchange gifts.  There are also
magazines for 10¢, books on CD for $1, and
VHS tapes for free. These items will be dis-
played through the month of December.  Money
from the sales goes to fund the children’s story
hour expenses.

Speaking of story hours, the preschool story
times are from 10:30-11:15 on the Fridays of
December 4, 11, and 16.  The theme for the
month is December holidays, focusing on
Hanukkah, Christmas, and New Year’s Eve.
There will be a special holiday party on
Wednesday, December 16, for children ages 5-12
from 2:45-3:45 p.m.

The Walcott Book Club will be discussing
The Cherry Cola Book Club, by Ashton Lee, on

Monday, December 7, from 7-8 p.m. at the
library.  The plot involves the efforts of a small-
town librarian to keep the library from being
closed by the city council because of lack of use.
The discussion will be lively as readers learn
about the frustrations of encouraging the towns-
people to use its library.  The chosen book for
January is The Weight of Silence, by Heather
Gudenkauf, about the abduction of two young
girls. The discussion will be led by Deb Moeller
and Donna Housley, the books will be available
after December 7 at the library for checking out
and reading before the next meeting on January
4, 2016.  Anyone can join the hour of sharing
impressions and insights.

The library will be closed on December 24,
25, 31, and January 1.  There will be a substi-
tute librarian at the library on Saturday,
December 5, and Wednesday, December 16, so
be sure to bring your library card to check out
materials.  If this library is closed because of
bad weather, it will be announced on TV and
radio stations for all of the Scott County
libraries.



NOVEMBER 16, 2015 MINUTES

The semi-monthly meeting of the City Council of
Walcott, Iowa, was held on Monday, the 16th day of
November, 2015, at Walcott City Hall. Mayor John
Kostichek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Council members present were: Tim Koehler, Virgil
Wayne Latimer, Lisa Mengler, Jackie Puck, and Jacob

Puck. Absent: None. City employees present: Jeff Blake, Lisa Rickertsen, Linda
Rivers, and Tom Schirman.

Approval of Agenda. Mengler moved and Jacob Puck seconded to approve
the agenda. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda. Rickertsen reported on the transfer details included in
Resolution 2015-40. She also reported the proposed winter maintenance agree-
ment from Scott County, in the amount of $572.68, for snow removal on the
extension of county roads located within our city limits is the same cost as last
year. Koehler moved and Jackie Puck seconded to approve the consent agenda
including the invoices, Resolution 2015-40 -Transfer of Funds, October 2015
financial reports, and the 2015-2016 Winter Maintenance Proposal with Scott
County. Roll call ayes: Koehler, Jackie Puck, Jacob Puck, Latimer, and Mengler.
Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes from November 2, 2015. Moved by Jackie Puck and
seconded by Latimer to approve the November 2nd minutes. Mengler abstained
due to absence from meeting. Motion carried.

Main Street Streetscape Enhancement Project –  Approval of Sidewalk
Change. Rivers reported on the meeting with the project engineer regarding the
request from Denny Puck to raise the sidewalk to help with Puck’ s concerns that
he has with water continuing onto his property. The written documentation from
the engineer states the property owner (Denny Puck) may need to improve the
flow in the ditch line at some point in the future, but that is outside the scope of
this project. The cost from the project contractor to regrade the sidewalk and
reset forms is $2,000. John Brockmann was present and stated he didn’ t feel
the City should spend more money and that Pucks could put a quarter turn into
their berm. Discussion was held on the cost to reset the forms since some areas
need to be regraded upon completion of the gas line relocation. Council
expressed they didn’ t feel the City should pay for additional cost to reset forms
due to utility relocations. Following further discussion, including that the Council
had no issues with waiting until spring to complete the sidewalk, Mengler moved
and Koehler seconded to table the sidewalk change until a breakdown of costs
(resetting and regrading) is received from the project contractor. Motion carried.
Rivers was asked to obtain written documentation regarding compaction con-
cerns with the recent utility relocation work.

Building at 1113 N. Main Street –  Realtor Contract. The current realtor con-
tract for the building at 1113 N. Main Street, with Nick Bert at Mel Foster, expired
November 5th. Jeff Heuer, Ruhl Commercial, was present as requested by the
City Council. Heuer reported on some issues with the building being split level
and ADA requirements, and requested a one-year contract. Koehler discussed
reducing the selling price of the building, which was recently listed at $180,000.
Following further discussion, Koehler moved and Jackie Puck seconded to enter-
tain a proposal from Jeff Heuer for a one-year listing. Motion carried. Heuer will
prepare a proposal to present to council at their next meeting.

Stop Sign Request at Intersection of James and Downey Streets.
Discussion was held on the request from Korry Kraft to install a stop sign at the
intersection of James and Downey Streets. Other residents within the area,
Bernard Brus and Andy Brus, expressed they didn’ t feel the stop sign on James
Street was necessary to control speed. Chief Blake reported he didn’ t feel there
was excessive speeding on James Street and agreed the stop sign is not neces-
sary. Mengler moved and Jacob Puck seconded to deny the request for a stop
sign at the intersection of James and Downey Streets and to request more police
presence in the area. Motion carried.

Policy and Administration Committee Recommendation –  2016 Employee
Health and Dental Insurance Benefits. Mengler reported on the recommendation
from the Policy and Administration Committee (Mengler and Jacob Puck) to move
to Wellmark’ s EnhancedBlue 1500 Gold Health Insurance Plan, beginning
January 1, 2016. Wellmark representative, Jennifer Rice, was also present and
reported on the changes moving from the current Grandfathered plan to a new
plan. Rice stated once the City leaves a Grandfathered plan, they cannot go back
and the new plans are age rated, therefore if the employees remain the same the
premium costs will increase each year due to ages. The proposed plan has high-
er deductibles, coinsurance, and out-of-pocket maximums but will save several
thousands of dollars in premiums each year. Jackie Puck questioned if other
companies had been researched. Rickertsen responded that rates from other
companies were received but two companies with comparable plans had higher
out-of-pocket costs and premium savings were not significant, if any. The
Committee had agreed to remain with a Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield plan.
Mengler moved and Jacob Puck seconded to approve switching to the
EnhancedBlue 1500 Gold Plan (beginning January 1, 2016) and increase the
deductible reimbursement to $1,000 and reimburse up to 50% of the coinsurance,
at a maximum of $1,000/year, for employees hired after October, 2009. Motion
carried. All other employee health reimbursements will remain the same.

Phase 2 Environmental Site Assessment/Study at 101 S. Main Street.
Rickertsen reported on the email from Elizabeth Kemp, MSA Professional
Services, regarding the Phase 2 assessment costs. Koehler moved and Mengler
seconded to approve hiring MSA Professional Services for the Phase 2 environ-
mental site assessment study, not to exceed $8,340. Motion carried.

Resolution 2015-41, Obligating Funds from the Consolidated Walcott Urban
Renewal Area. Rickertsen reported the Resolution obligates scheduled payments
up to $49,300 with respect to the City’ s Development Agreements with Iowa 80
Truckstop Inc., Ossian Walcott Investments LC, JDW Holdings LLC, Sterling
Partners LLC, and Eugene Meyer for fiscal year ending June 30, 2017. Jacob
Puck moved and Jackie Puck seconded to approve Resolution 2015-41. Roll call
ayes: Jacob Puck, Jackie Puck, Mengler, Latimer, and Koehler. Motion carried.

Police Department Report. Chief Blake reported on the status of the new
squad and that the 2008 Ford Expedition is ready to be disposed of. Koehler
moved and Jacob Puck seconded to proceed with selling the 2008 Ford
Expedition. Motion carried. Blake also reported on an upcoming DOT Inspection
class he would like to attend with Officer Mayberry.

Public Works Department Report. Approval of Chlorinator Equipment.
Council questioned why there were not two bids presented, as stated in city poli-
cy, for the chlorinator equipment. Bowman was not present during the meeting so
the item will be placed on the next agenda.

Mayors Report. Mayor Kosticheck remarked upon communication with the
public. It was stated that the minutes are published in the North Scott Press,
available on the city website, and posted on the outdoor bulletin board at City
Hall. Rickertsen reported that cities are only required to report action
(motions/votes) taken during meetings and every detail about discussions are not
reported in minutes. The public is encouraged to attend meetings to hear all
detailed discussions.

Questions & Concerns. The City extends thanks to the volunteers that put
up the Christmas decorations on city poles and at Welcome Park. Eugene Meyer
questioned the brush pile at the compost facility. Bernard Brus had questions
regarding snow removal. Korry Kraft, who was not present earlier for the discus-
sion regarding his request for a stop sign at the intersection of James and
Downey Streets due to a fire call, asked what decision had been made. Mengler
reported on the council’ s action and Chief Blake stated he has already done
three traffic studies in that area. John Brockmann had questions regarding trans-
fers of funds for the Main Street Streetscape Enhancement Project and televising
of sewer lines.

Jackie Puck moved and Latimer seconded to adjourn at 7:28 p.m. Motion
carried. All votes on motions were unanimous, unless noted.

TRAVELS BY BRENDA ARP
Cruises • Tours • Disney

563-284-5111
563-210-3386 Cell

252 W. Cedar Lane
Walcott, IA 52773

travelsbybrenda@yahoo.com
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Chamber members may submit articles by the 15th of each month to be included in the next
chamber newsletter. Articles written may be edited or reduced as space provides. Contact Kris
Burt at 284-9028 or email at cwkkburt@msn.com.

Walcott Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 388 • Walcott, IA 52773

Ads for members cost: business card - $20, 1/4 page - $35, and 1/2 page - $70. Ads for non-
members cost: business card - $40, 1/4 page - $70 and 1/2 page - $140. Please contact Wendy
Minnick at 386-4566.

CHAMBER DIRECTORS
Wendy Minnick, Chairperson
Karla Burt, Vice Chairperson
Linda Rivers, Secretary
Kris Burt, Treasurer

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER! 
Please join us on January 11th

12:30 @ City Hall


