WHAT IF THE OFFENDER
1S A JUVENILE?

A juvenile offender’s parents may be responsible
for their child’s debt up to $2,000. A separaie civil
action pust be brought agoainst the purents.  This
can wsually be handled in Smali Claims court. The
County Clerk of Court will provide ibe forms md
information about the (iling fee.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE

BETWEEN RESTITUTION &
VICTIM COMPENSATION?

“Restitution” is gnly an option il the offender is
convicted and ordered o pay restitution by the
covrt.  Restitution can be ordered for all of the
victim’s financial losses related to the crime,
including property losses. The offender pays
restitution diveetly to the County Clesk of Cowrt.

“Compensation™ js {inancial assistance provided
by the Attorney General’s Crime Victim Assistance
Division.  Compénsation pays only certain
expenses related to the erime like medical and
counseling bills and lost wages, .

After insurance and other payers have paid, the
Crime Victim Compensstion Program can pay the
victim’s  out-of-pocket losses like medical and
counsching bills, lost wages, and crime-related
transportation.  The Crime Vietim Compensation
Program canngt, by law, pay for property losses.

Vietims ol violent crimes apply for Crime Vietim
Compensation on a form provided by a prosesutor,
faw enforcement officer, or service provider. The
victim may also call the program directly and
apply over the telephone,

An application for Crime Vietim Compensation
should be filed as soon as possible after the crime is
reported  gven if' the victim plans o request
restitution. An application must be fled within two
years of the erime or discovery of the erime.

CIVIL REMEDIES

fn. addition to restitution and Crime Vietim
Compensation, a victim of crime may sue the
offender and third parties responsible for damages
of the crime in civil court, A elvil suit van recover
all of the losses paid for by restitution and Crime
Victim Compensation, In addition, a eivil suit can
hold the offender financially respongible for the
vietim’s psychological trauma, pain and sulTering,
or loss of consortiym,

A wvictim may contact a private  attorney  fo
determine the possibility of filing a civil suit. 1 the
attorney recovers a type of loss in the civil suit that
has been paid by the Crime Victim Compensation
Program, the program is paid back from the
proceeds or setilement of the snit.  The program
will pay a share of the attorney’s fee if money paid
by Crime Vietim Compensation i3 recovered in the
civil suit.

RESOQURCES FOR

VICTIMS OF CRIME

Yowa Crime Victim Compensation Program
B00-373-5044 or in Dex Moines 515.281-5044
Statewide Lawyer Referral Service 800-532.7429

Clerk of Court means the Clerk of Court in the
Coundy where the erime happened.

County Attorney’s Office or Presecutor means
the County Attorney where the crime happened.

Parole/Probation  Office means  the  Judicial
District Department of Correctional Services where
the offender lives.

The Crime Victim Compensation is entirely
funded with criminal fines and penalties,
The program holds offenders accountable for the
damage of their crime. The court will order g
convicted offender to pay the program back for

the losses paid to the victim of their crime,

VICTIM RESTITUTION
AND OTHER
FINANCIAL REMEDIES

ATTORNEY GENERAL TOM MILLER
CRIME VICTIM ASSISTANCE DIVISION
CRIME VICTIM COMPENSATION

Crime Victim Compensation Program
Lucas State Office Buoilding, Grownd Floor
321 Fast 12" Street
fres Moines, lowsa 56319

515-281-5044
1-800-373-5044

wwwsiateinas/governmentfag/helping victims/index



“WHAT IS RESTITUTION

Restitution i cowt ordered payment of crime

related expenses to-m vietim by an offender.  The
Fudge can order restitution as part of the offender’s
senlence. The sentencing heaving  in which
restitution can be ordered is usvally a few weeks
after the offender’s criminal court conviciion.

Congideration of restitution is mandatory in all
criminal cases in which the defendant is convicted.
Restitution is part of the sentencing order,

HOW DO'T ASK FOR
RESTITUTION?

| R i : )
A victim of crime has a-right to request testitution.
The County Attorney who prosecutes the criminal
case wil] have the vietim of the erime complete a
Victim Tmpact Statement form.  The  Victim
Impact Statement will document the erime-related
financial losses suffered by the vietim,

The prosecutor, the prosecutar’s victim service
coordinator, or the pre-sentence investigntor shonld
ask you about a filing request for restitution. If you
are not asked, call them. Tell themw yon want to
reqitest restitation,

FE the full extent of the victin’s loss is not known at
the time of sentencing. the amount of restiiution
may be determined at a later date,

:
I restitution is ordered, always keep the Clerk
of Court and aay person supervising the
gffender aware of your carrent address so that
restitution payments ean be sent to you.

The offender has the right to object to restitution
ordered by the court, The court may hold a hearing
on the restitulion order at any time due to objections
by the offender. The prosecutor may contact you
and ask you to testify af the restitution hearing, The
prosecutor will ask you to submit proof of the foss.

HOW MUCH RESTITUTION
CAN BE REQUESTED?

Victims of ecrime have the right to request
restitution for ali ¢rime related expenses that have
not been covered by insurance, or by the Crime
Vietim Compensation Program. This may include,
but is not lHmited 1o medical bills, counseling
expenses, transportation, lost wages, and damaged
praperty,  You will need copies of your bills,
receipts, or other proof of loss to attach o your
Victim Lapact Statement,

In some cases, senkenging orders can he amended 1o
telude restilution at a later date. For example, if
additional expenses are incurred, the proscontor
may ask the Judge to add these additional expenses
to the offender’s restitution order.

WUHATIF THE OFFENDER ITAK NOT
PAID TIHE RESTTTUTION?

A conrt order does not guarantee payment by
the offender. 1 the offender is in an lowa prison,
20% of all assets in their dccount will be seived
antomatically for restitntion, I the offender is not
in prison, the probation or parole officer monitors
the offender’s restitution payimends.

H restitution way onrdered and yms have not received
a puyment, call the offender’s probation or parole
ofticer.  These offieers are located at Judicial
District Department of Correctional Serviees in the
Judicial District where (he orime was committed. I
a probudion officer has noi been assigned w the
offender, call the Clerk of Courl or the proseeutor in
the county where the crime happened.

I payment is still nol made, victims can ask the
County Atterney or the probation and parele officer

to schedule o contempt of court hearing with a

hadge. A hearing may be requested at any time.,

At a contempt of court review hearing, the Judge
hus the following options; ¥
1. Hold the offender in contempt of court;
Z. Ixtend the offender’s probation period 1o
allow more time for payment; or
3. Revoke the offender’s probation and have
the offender serve the remainder of
sentenced time in jail or prison,

HOW CAN Y COLLECT
RESTITUTION 1F THERE 18 NO
COURT SUPERVISION?

1f the sentencing ovder was issoed alter July 1, 1992
the restitdion order 15 antomatically censidered a
Confession of Judgment. A confession of
judgment is a civil court order (not a criminal count
ordery. A Confession of Judgmest 1 a Hen against
the offender’s resources and property.

A restitution order recerded a5 a civil judgment will
show up if 3 credit check ts done on the ofTender. B
will prevent the olfender from getting approval for
financing of cars, a house, or other iems requining @
joan, until the restifution is paid,

A civil judgment does not antomsiically result in
coliection of the money from the offender. One
aption for colleeting the money will cost the vietim,
at minimam, court and Oling fees. The victim can
g 1o civil court to ask that the offender’s wages,
property, bank accounts, and olher assets be seived.
A victim should weipgh their cost to collect the
muney, the amount of unpaid restitution, and the
alfender’s resources or ability Lo pay before saking
this path aud going to court,

Although it is not yequired, some victims of
erime hire a private attorney to attempt {o
collect the money, For a fee, the atiorney can help
locade the offender’s money, property, and other
assets.  The altorney can also represent the vicinm
in civil courl, I the victim decides to colleet the
money without an stioeney, the County Clerk of
Court com provide information, the forms that need
1o be filed, and the fees charged.



